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Background

RainwaterHarvesting RWH) involves the collection and storage of rainwater for reuse at a later time. RWH is a usefabwaeespecially for rural communities that lack regular access to a pipe or truck borne water supply. The Envirdsahgindals for Sustainable Communities
Project started 12011, isstill running and is supported by the Global Water Partner§ltapbbean (GWE), the National Institute of Higher Educationséach, Science and Technology (NIHERST), the Water Resources Agehcan@WhRAstry of Communitypevelopmentas well as
various NorGovernmental Organisations and the private seciidneproject focuses on rural communities without a pipe bowter or otherwisereliable supply and ispecificallyffocused on community centres aisghools as theseften double as emergency shelters.

ProjectObjectives
Toincreasepublicawarenes®f the needfor water conservatiomandthe benefitsof RainwaterHarvesting RWH)
Totrain a cadreof skilledpersonsto installand serviceRWHsystems
Topromote safeand hygienicwater collectionpractices and
‘'obuild climateresilienceinto the water sectorin Trinidadand Tobago
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Targeting communities with a real need and desire to engagein
rainwater harvestingis necessaryin order to achieve high, active
participationand continuity of the project

Method
Stakeholdemeetingswith local Non-GovernmentalOrganisationgNGOsand CommunityBasedOrganisationfCBOSs)
were conductedin order to identify communitiesmostin needof a supplementedwater supply Communitiesvere then
engagedand community mobilisers willing to assistwith the coordinationof workshops,were identified. Workshops
were subsequentlycoordinatedwith the assistanceof investedand dedicated stakeholdersand community members
were encouragedo attend the workshopswhere they learnedabout saferainwater procurementmethodsand assisted
with the constructionof the RWHsystems

As many communities suffer from W LINR @&N30 2vdding Hvith
community mobilisers within each area in order to establish a
relationshipbuilt on trust cangreatlyassistin achievingobjectives

|ldentifying the motivation of each community is paramount and
Targeting communities creates opportunities for maximum engagement in Rainwater
Harvesting In some cases,the strong need for water security drives

Thetraining/RWHprogrammewas supplementedwith overall water resourcesmanagementraining consistingof four

. . . . . their engagement,while in other communitiesthe interest iIs more
modules introduction to water managementthe sustainablecommunity model, vector control, and water harvesting . . .
techniques _ - driven by an entrepreneurialdrive, strong ties to the land, a strong
d Engaging communities interestin conservationssuespr education
ProjectOutcomes E
Installationswere completedat 18 schools,three community centresand an NGOfacility. Thesesites were locatedin «_ Establishing relationship Establishingelationshipswith private sector organisationsresultedin
St @& Moruga BarrackporeMayo, FishingPond,Biche Lopinot and GuaicoTamana : : ' ' '
yyne - e 7 T Hopne; 8 with private sector g\] Cf T(l)sceacliggr%\:aaatfynrrg\:vtgfo%iségg;);tgceldlzi\)t}/c\)/:;%ﬁ::rm rseferred to asa
Trainingfor RWHsysteminstallationand maintenancewas conductedin these eight communities Workshopswere not m— el eI water catchmentbasket which can be fitted to the top of the tank
only gearedtowards maintaining systemsput in place at schoolsand community centres, but also included general N for additionalfiltration of collectedrainwatet
training on water resourcegamanagementnd environmentalissues A total of approximatelyl00 personswere trainedin - Expanded training A A secondcompanyprovidedsolarenergysolutionsfor water pumps
these workshops In addition to this, entrepreneurshiptraining was conductedin Moruga and Barrackporein 2013 '®) at three schools
providingl0to 25 personswith skillsto continuebuildingRWHsystemsan other areasasa businessendeavour 0
_ _ _ _ _ _ /) - - The training was generallyvery well received Participantsexpresse
Public _edug:atlonfor the communlty and st_udentswas conduc.ted at aI_I schoolsfitted with RWH syste_ms Education QD Provision of certificates great interest in environmentalissuesdiscussedand often requeste
car_npalgnsnclude_dgeneral|ssuessurround|r_1gwa_ter conse_rvatlon,detallsorj the RWHprocess,andthe Importanceof ] further training in related topics, such as recyclingand community
RainwaterHarvesting Over3500studentsnationwidebenefitted from educationcampaigns development RWHytraining embeddedwithin other water resources
andenvironmentalmanagementrainingis thereforerecommended
Providingcertificatesupon coursecompletioncreatessomeadditional

motivationfor courseattendanceand completion

Entrepreneurship trainin

Specific successes

Followingup on the Initial project period is important for continued
successndproductreplication

Lopinot
Café Mariposa has been

retrofitted with RWH systemsto
assist with their home grown
produce

This training provided avenues for community members to supplement
Incomes by broadening their skill base.

Fishing Pond
The Fishing Pond Presbyterian
~._ Schoolwas the only school that
openedits doorsto studentsafter
a water main remained damaged
for overoneweek

[

Acknowledgements

The Environmental Solutions for Sustainable Communities Project was

executedby the Nationallnstitute of HigherEducationResearchScienceand

Technology(NIHERSTIn conjunction with the Global Water Partnership

Caribbean (GWRC), the Toco Foundation, the Ministry of Scienceand

Technology, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Community
Developmentthe Water ResourcefAgencyand PhoenixParkGasProcessors
_td, among other partners The project was funded by the Public Sector
nvestmentProgramme(PSIPyith additionalcontributionsfrom the Phoenix
ParkGasProcessors.td.

Biche
Retrofittingwith RWHsystemshas
"~ taken placein two householdsin
addition to the completionof two
new private RWHsystems

Cunjal
Cunjal Government Primary

—— Schoolno longer closesdue to a
lack of water as a result of RWH
Installations
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